accordance with established techniques and the genomic sequences used to generate transgenic animals that 
contain cells which express DNA encoding PRO. Methods for generating transgenic animals, particularly 
animals such as mice or rats, have become conventional in the art and are described, for example, in U.S. Patent 
Nos. 4,736,866 and 4,870,009. Typically, particular cells would be targeted for PRO transgene incorporation 
with tissue-specific enhancers. Transgenic animals that include a copy of a transgene encoding PRO introduced 
5 into the germ line of the animal at an embryonic stage can be used to examine the effect of increased expression 
of DNA encoding PRO. Such animals can be used as tester animals for reagents thought to confer protection 
from, for example, pathological conditions associated with its overexpression. In accordance with this facet of 
the invention, an animal is treated with the reagent and a reduced incidence of the pathological condition, 
compared to untreated animals bearing the transgene, would indicate a potential therapeutic intervention for the 

10 pathological condition. 

Alternatively, non-human homologues of PRO can be used to construct a PRO "knock out" animal 
which has a defective or altered gene encoding PRO as a result of homologous recombination between the 
endogenous gene encoding PRO and altered genomic DNA encoding PRO introduced into an embryonic stem 
cell of the animal. For example, cDNA encoding PRO can be used to clone genomic DNA encoding PRO in 

15 accordance with established techniques. A portion of the genomic DNA encoding PRO can be deleted or 
replaced with another gene, such as a gene encoding a selectable marker which can be used to monitor 
integration. Typically, several kilobases of unaltered flanking DNA (both at the 5' and 3' ends) are included 
in the vector [see e.g., Thomas and Capecchi, Cell , 51:503 (1987) for a description of homologous 
recombination vectors] . The vector is introduced into an embryonic stem cell line (e.g. , by electroporation) and 

20 cells in which the introduced DNA has homologously recombined with the endogenous DNA are selected [see 
e.g., Li et al., Cell, 69:915 (1992)]. The selected cells are then injected into a blastocyst of an animal (e.g., 
a mouse or rat) to form aggregation chimeras [see e.g., Bradley, in Teratocarcinomas and Embryonic Stem 
Cells: A Practical Approach, E. J. Robertson, ed. (BRL, Oxford, 1987), pp. 113-152]. A chimeric embryo can 
then be implanted into a suitable pseudopregnant female foster animal and the embryo brought to term to create 

25 a "knock out" animal. Progeny harboring the homologously recombined DNA in their germ cells can be 
identified by standard techniques and used to breed animals in which all cells of the animal contain the 
homologously recombined DNA. Knockout animals can be characterized for instance, for their ability to defend 
against certain pathological conditions and for their development of pathological conditions due to absence of 
the PRO polypeptide. 

30 Nucleic acid encoding the PRO polypeptides may also be used in gene therapy. In gene therapy 

applications, genes are introduced into cells in order to achieve in vivo synthesis of a therapeutically effective 
genetic product, for example for replacement of a defective gene. "Gene therapy" includes both conventional 
gene therapy where a lasting effect is achieved by a single treatment, and the aclministration of gene therapeutic 
agents, which involves the one time or repeated administration of a therapeutically effective DNA or mRNA. 

35 Antisense RNAs and DNAs can be used as therapeutic agents for blocking the expression of certain genes in 
vivo. It has already been shown that short antisense oligonucleotides can be imported into cells where they act 
as inhibitors, despite their low intracellular concentrations caused by their restricted uptake by the cell 
membrane. (Zamecnik et al. , Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 83:4143-4146 [1986]). The oligonucleotides can be 



193 



modified to enhance their uptake, e.g. by substituting their negatively charged phosphodiester groups by 
uncharged groups. 

There are a variety of techniques available for introducing nucleic acids into viable cells. The 
techniques vary depending upon whether the nucleic acid is transferred into cultured cells in vitro, or in vivo in 
the cells of ihe intended host. Techniques suitable for the transfer of nucleic acid into mammalian cells in vitro 
include the use of liposomes, electroporation, microinjection, cell fusion, DEAE-dextran, the calcium phosphate 
precipitation method, etc. The currently preferred in vivo gene transfer techniques include transfection with viral 
(typically retroviral) vectors and viral coat protein-liposome mediated transfection (Dzau et al., Trends in 
Biotechnology 11, 205-210 [1993]). In some situations it is desirable to provide the nucleic acid source with 
an agent that targets the target cells, such as an antibody specific for a cell surface membrane protein or the 
target cell, a ligand for a receptor on the target cell, etc. Where liposomes are employed, proteins which bind 
to a cell surface membrane protein associated with endocytosis may be used for targeting and/or to facilitate 
uptake, e.g. capsid proteins or fragments thereof tropic for a particular cell type, antibodies for proteins which 
undergo internalization in cycling, proteins that target intracellular localization and enhance intracellular half-life. 
The technique of receptor-mediated endocytosis is described, for example, by Wu et al., J. Biol. Chem. 262, 
4429-4432 (1987); and Wagner et al., Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 87, 3410-3414 (1990). For review of gene 
marking and gene therapy protocols see Anderson et al. , Science 256, 808-8 13 (1992). 

The PRO polypeptides described herein may also be employed as molecular weight markers for protein 
electrophoresis purposes and the isolated nucleic acid sequences may be used for recombinantly expressing those 
markers. 

The nucleic acid molecules encoding the PRO polypeptides or fragments thereof described herein are 
useful for chromosome identification. In this regard, there exists an ongoing need to identify new chromosome 
markers, since relatively few chromosome marking reagents, based upon actual sequence data are presently 
available. Each PRO nucleic acid molecule of the present invention can be used as a chromosome marker. 

The PRO polypeptides and nucleic acid molecules of the present invention may also be used for tissue 
typing, wherein the PRO polypeptides of the present invention may be differentially expressed in one tissue as 
compared to another. PRO nucleic acid molecules will find use for generating probes for PCR, Northern 
analysis, Southern analysis and Western analysis. 

The PRO polypeptides described herein may also be employed: as therapeutic agents. The PRO 
polypeptides of the present invention can be formulated according to known methods to prepare pharmaceutically 
useful compositions, whereby the PRO product hereof is combined in admixture with a pharmaceutically 
acceptable carrier vehicle. Therapeutic formulations are prepared for storage by mixing the active ingredient 
having the desired degree of purity with optional physiologically acceptable carriers, excipients or stabilizers 
(Remington 's Pharmaceutical Sciences 16th edition, Osol, A. Ed. (1980)), in the form of lyophilized 
formulations or aqueous solutions. Acceptable carriers, excipients or stabilizers are nontoxic to recipients at the 
dosages, and concentrations employed, and include buffers such as phosphate, citrate and other organic acids; 
antioxidants including ascorbic acid; low molecular weight (less than about 10 residues) polypeptides; proteins, 
such as serum albumin, gelatin or immunoglobulins; hydrophilic polymers such as polyvinylpyrrolidone, amino 
acids such as glycine, glutamine, asparagine, arginine or lysine; monosaccharides, disaccharides and other 
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carbohydrates including glucose, mannose, or dextrins; chelating agents such as EDTA; sugar alcohols such as 
mannitol or sorbitol; salt-forming counterions such as sodium; and/or nonionic surfactants such as TWEEN™, 
PLURONICS™ or PEG. 

The formulations to be used for in vivo administration must be sterile. This is readily accomplished by 
filtration through sterile filtration membranes, prior to or following lyophilization and reconstitution. 

Therapeutic compositions herein generally are placed into a container having a sterile access port, for 
example, an intravenous solution bag or vial having a stopper pierceable by a hypodermic injection needle. 

The route of administration is in accord with known methods, e.g. injection or infusion by intravenous , 
intraperitoneal, intracerebral, intramuscular, intraocular, intraarterial or intralesional routes, topical 
administration, or by sustained release systems. 

Dosages and desired drug concentrations of pharmaceutical compositions of the present invention may 
vary depending on the particular use envisioned. The detennination of the appropriate dosage or route of 
administration is well within the skill of an ordinary physician. Animal experiments provide reliable guidance 
for the determination of effective doses for human therapy. Interspecies scaling of effective doses can be 
performed following the principles laid down by Mordenti, J. and Chappell, W. "The use of interspecies scaling 
in toxicokinetics" In Toxicokinetics and New Drug Development, Yacobi et al., Eds., Pergamon Press, New 
York 1989, pp. 42-96. 

When in vivo administration of a PRO polypeptide or agonist or antagonist thereof is employed, normal 
dosage amounts may vary from about 10 ng/kg to up to 100 mg/kg of mammal body weight or more per day, 
preferably about 1 jig/kg/day to 10 mg/kg/day, depending upon the route of administration. Guidance as to 
particular dosages and methods of delivery is provided in the literature; see, for example, U.S. Pat. Nos. 
4,657,760; 5,206,344; or 5,225,212. It is anticipated that different formulations will be effective for different 
treatment compounds and different disorders , that administration targeting one organ or tissue, for example, may 
necessitate delivery in a manner different from that to another organ or tissue. 

Where sustained-release administration of a PRO polypeptide is desired in a formulation with release 
characteristics suitable for the treatment of any disease or disorder requiring administration of the PRO 
polypeptide, microencapsulation of the PRO polypeptide is contemplated. Microencapsulation of recombinant 
proteins for sustained release has been successfully performed with human growth hormone (rhGH), interferon- 
(rhlFN- ), interleukin-2, and MN rgpl20. Johnson et al., Nat. Med.. 2:795-799 (1996); Yasuda, Biomed. 
Then, 27:1221-1223 (1993); HoraetaL, Bio/Technology. 8:755-758 (1990); Cleland, "Design and Production 
of Single Immunization Vaccines Using Polylactide Polyglycolide Microsphere Systems," in Vaccine Design: 
The Subunit and Adjuva nt Approach . Powell and Newman, eds, (Plenum Press: New York, 1995), pp. 439-462; 
WO 97/03692, WO 96/40072, WO 96/07399; and U.S. Pat. No. 5,654,010. 

The sustained-release formulations of these proteins were developed using poly-lactic-coglycolic acid 
(PLGA) polymer due to its biocompatibility and wide range of biodegradable properties. The degradation 
products of PLGA, lactic and glycolic acids, can be cleared quickly within the human body. Moreover, the 
degradability of this polymer can be adjusted from months to years depending on its molecular weight and 
composition. Lewis, "Controlled release of bioactive agents from lactide/glycolide polymer," in: M. Chasin 
and R. Langer (Eds.), Biodegradable Polymers as Drug Delivery Systems (Marcel Dekker: New York, 1990), 
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